
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 26th, 2014 
 
Dear Parents and guardians, 
 
Hello and welcome back to a new and exciting school year!  We have been extremely busy this summer preparing for the 
2014/2015 school year – the shift to the new single grade structure, our partnership with Playworks, and preparation for 
the temporary relocation of the King Open Community as we embark upon the KO/CSUS construction project.  We’re 
excited to be getting the year underway and look forward to working with KO families as we undertake these initiatives.  
As a reminder, the first day of school is Tuesday September 2nd, with Kindergarteners starting on Thursday, September 
4th.  Now, I want to briefly introduce some new staff members as well as make you aware of some internal staff changes 
for the 2014 – 2015 school year.   
 
Laurette Cullen (who previously co-taught with Kate Clark) will not be returning.  Aisha Vasquez Jackson has been 
recently hired as Kate’s 2nd grade co-teaching partner.  Ying Tao (formally the K2 Teaching Assistant) will assume a new 
role and teach 1st & 2nd grade Literacy and Math in the Olá Program.  She will be partnering with Aida Bairos. Alissa 
Catalano (K2 substitute Teaching Assistant during the latter portion of the 2013/2014 school year) will officially replace 
Ying. Jonathan Horowitz has been recently hired and will teach 3rd and 4th grade Literacy and Math in the Olá Program. 
He will partner with Luisa Raposo.  Ying and Jonathan will teach Math and Literacy in English.  Aida will teach 
Portuguese Language Arts, Social Studies and Science in Portuguese.  Luisa will teach Portuguese Language Arts, Social 
Studies and 3rd Grade Science in Portuguese.  4th grade Science will be taught in English. Matthew Thoman has been re-
assigned to his kindergarten position and will teach Pre-Kindergarten. Dorothy Ferrante will re-assume the role of Early 
Literacy Interventionist. Christy Pica (K/1 ASD Teacher) will also be re-assuming her position. Casey Cross Sussman 
will replace Tessa Bridge as the new Building Substitute/Administrative Assistant.  Benjamin Pickard will join 
KO as the new Playworks coach.   Join me in welcoming (and re-welcoming) everyone to the King Open Community! 
 
In order to promote a healthy school climate, please review the School Based Expectations with your child.  These 
expectations are available on the KO website.  Your child’s teacher will revisit these expectations in class during the first 
week of school and model in front of students what these expectations look like in practice.  Modeling appropriate 
behaviors will occur routinely – particularly during the first six weeks of school.  I will also reinforce what is expected of 
students during class meetings in the school auditorium.  It is important that we all send the message that staying true to 
these expectations will help us to bond as an entire school community and keep our learning environment productive and 
safe.  Please speak to your child’s teacher if you have questions about these expectations.  You are always welcome to 
schedule a meeting with me if you have any additional questions.   
 
I want to remind all families that students are officially late for school at 8:55 a.m.  Students, who arrive before 8:40 
a.m., are to report to the cafeteria.  Please do not bring your child to his/her classroom prior to 8:40.  Teachers are using 
this time to prepare for the school day.  It is absolutely imperative that your child arrives to school on time.  If your child 
will not be taking the school bus, please have your child at school by 8:50 so that he/she can benefit from the additional 
5 minutes to get settle in class prior to the morning announcements (made at 8:55 a.m.) and Morning Meeting that starts at 
9:00 a.m. each day in every classroom. Classrooms that have a specialist classes (PE, Music/Instrumentals, Art, 
Technology, Library Media) that start at 9:00 a.m. will have their morning meeting following the class.  The Morning 
Meeting – a component Responsive Classroom – is a crucial part of the school day. In addition to providing students 
with an overview of the learning that will occur during the day, teachers use the Morning Meeting to provide students 
with opportunities to connect with each other in fun and creative ways.  Students also have opportunities to role-play 
social misunderstandings and participate in social discussions grounded in topics that any student can initiate and feel 
comfortable about participating in – discussions that don’t always require prior exposure to academic content. The 



Morning Meeting also provides an additional opportunity for students enrolled in the King Open Olá program to practice 
speaking Portuguese in a relaxing environment.  During the Morning Meeting, teachers will often model important social 
and academic behaviors that can then be practice throughout the day while providing students with individual and 
whole class feedback as appropriate.  Over time, students build the mental and moral muscle needed to manage their 
individual behavior.  
  
Response to Intervention (RtI) will continue to be a major focus this year. As stated in the CPS Response to Intervention Plan, 
RTI is a framework for linking an integrating system of data use and Tiers of instruction to create a shared ownership in meeting the 
individual needs of all students.  For more information, please visit the King Open website to learn about the 
implementation of RtI at the King Open School.  
  
In fourth grade, students will study the geography of the United States, immigration, and the diversity of our nation.  
Students will use the Common Core aligned Children Discovering Justice curriculum “Becoming a Nation” as part of their 
investigations.  You can find more information about this program at http://discoveringjustice.org/gradefour/.  Having a 
solid understanding of the geography and diversity of the United States will allow students to engage in their study of 
American History in 5th grade with more confidence.  In this culminating year of elementary school, students will explore 
the early history and government of the United States, including the 13 colonies, the American Revolution, and the 
Constitution. The new sequence allows students to investigate the diversity of their school, city and country and also 
provides an opportunity for each child to explore his or her own unique heritage and identity. For more information about 
the K-12 history and social science sequence, please see the department’s website at 
http://www.cpsd.us/departments/history_and_social_science. 
  
The Staff at the King Open Extended Day (KOED) are excited to support our school’s transition to single grades.  
Academic support will be focused on single grade cohorts.  KOED is also committed to being a space for our students to 
retain the benefits of a mixed grade experiences.  Therefore after academic support is completed, students will then 
participate in enrichment curriculum and social skill building curriculum in a mixed grade setting.   
  
By the second full week of school we will be sending home information about joining parent committees, becoming a 
classroom parent and joining the Announcement Listserv.  For the immediate, I encourage all parents to join the 
Announcement Listserv.  Important school notifications will be posted on the Announcement Listserv.  Please see the 
attached document.  Also, School Council meetings are held the 3rd Wednesday of each month from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  
School Council Meetings are open to all families.  Please plan on attending.  Parent participation is a very important 
aspect of our school community and we need your input and contributions.    
  
Based on the feedback we received from parents during the 2013/2014 school year about how to maintain cross grade 
connections now that we are a single grade school, we have decided to commit to and/or maintain the following: cross 
grade reading buddies, multi-grade lunch and recess, planning social justice projects and organizing social justice action 
days.  We will absolutely need parent support as we create Social Justice projects and plan Social Justice Action days.  
Families will be made aware when the planning for these projects commence. 
  
Parents will also be invited to participate in the process of reviewing our school mission and vision statements.  We will also 
look at the core values listed on the King Open website.  The goal is to develop a shared understanding as to what these 
statements and core values mean.  School Council meetings and Principal Chats are regularly scheduled 
opportunities that will aide in coordinating these discussions.   
  
As a friendly reminder, please be sure to fill out and return all emergency forms and paperwork as soon as possible. 
Include in this paper work all current information as well as your preferred means of contact in the event of an 
emergency.  As you are aware, maintaining improved building security is a major priority and we want to ensure that we 
can contact you in the event of an emergency.  Please visit the KO website for more information about building security.

  
 
Regarding CORI Checks, the Cambridge Public Schools requires that all parents and guardians who volunteer in 
classrooms in the school, or who chaperone field trips pass a background check before they engage in these activities. We 
strongly recommend that all King Open parents, guardians, and caregivers submit a CORI form at the start of the year.  A 
CORI check is good for one year.  If you submitted a CORI form during the 2013/2014 school year, it is expired and you 
must submit a new one for this academic year, regardless of when you submitted it before.   
  
To complete the process you must fill in the form attached and then bring it along with a government issued photo ID to the 
King Open office, we will sign off on your form, take a photocopy of your ID and submit it for you.  CORI checks can take 
up to 2 weeks to process, which is why we recommend that you complete it as soon as possible.  The district will not make 
any exceptions for last-minute CORI requests and field trips that lack approved chaperones will be canceled.  
Again, we strongly encourage that all parents, guardians, and caregivers who think there is even a small chance they may 
chaperone or volunteer complete a CORI request now.  A CORI form has been included in this mailing. 
  

http://www.cpsd.us/departments/history_and_social_science


In closing, on behalf of the King Open Staff and myself, I want to express my sincere appreciation for your support.  We 
value your trust and take the social and academic development of your child seriously.  As always, the successful start of 
the school year is only the beginning.  Grounding our actions in King Open’s Social Justice Philosophy, that encompasses 
a belief that our role as educators is to provide our students with the skills, intellectual and social capacity to meet the 
ever-changing demands of today’s society, we will work tirelessly this year to maintain a warm, orderly and safe building 
climate while vigorously taking the necessary steps to close the achievement gap that exists in our school.  
 
For your information, I have included the documents listed below in this mailing. Please review and share any relevant 
information with your child: 

 
1. CORI Form 
 

 
Looking forward to the work, 
 
 
 
Darrell Williams 


